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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea

	That Moment When You Try Again



	There's a moment when you try again.  It is so very frustrating when things don't go your way. Do you get angry?  A lot of people do. Do you get impatient?  Most people do.  Do you backtrack and see where you went wrong?  I knew a man who would get frustrated, then sit down and look at what he was doing.  He'd get up and move back and forwards, always looking at the problem. He was a carpenter, and sure enough he'd figure it all out.  Some of us do that back and forward thing in our minds. There is another group of people who give up when things don't go their way.
 
I don't think this group is bad, but they do fall into a despairing mind set.  I've tried that, and it didn't work for me.  So many in this mindset do not attend church. I've tried that, and it didn't work. Many give up on their marriages. It is very, very common to give up on our kids this way. Maybe it's despair, or maybe it's disillusionment.  Maybe it's a version of depression. Perhaps, you're one of those people who say, well, common sense tells you this is not working and not going to work.  The problem with quitting, though, is that it begins to be a lifestyle.  Sometimes it is just easier not to try again.  Some people, perhaps, can't stand the pain of failing again.  It hurts when things go wrong.  With that mindset, though, we could give up on any number of things. So, we give up on marriage because our first marriage ended in divorce?  We give up on learning the computer because the first attempt drove you crazy?  We give up on baseball because our first trip to the plate ended in a strikeout?  We give up on church because "well... there was this fight."
 
Most churches have fights. The people in them are flawed.  Have you noticed?  In baseball, an average of 333 is a good average.  That means that in three trips to the plate, if you get a hit on one, you're a success.  That reminds me of a national Geographic program I saw on television a few years back about wolves. It reported that a wolf will hunt successfully only once in seven attempts. That's really not a good average, is it?  Computers drive everyone crazy. I bet Steve Jobs himself would sometimes walk away from his desk. What about marriage?  I know a lot of people who've divorced, then healed, then remarried, only to wonder - why didn't I find you a few years back?
 
For most of us, after we've healed, we try again. There's a moment when you decide to try again, and that's the hope moment.  You muster your courage, swallow hard, encourage yourself and try again.  You do those things because somewhere you've found hope. Where does our hope go?  I'm not sure.  What I do know from personal experience is this:  I find my hope in my relationship with God. 
 
I receive love enough to fail from God.  He still loves me even when I do wrong.  For the record, I do wrong pretty regularly.  I get forgiveness from God so that every day is a "Brand New Day."  My slate is wiped clean when God applies the blood of Jesus.  I get courage from God. The world is a very scary place. Sometimes, the things that could go wrong get to bouncing around in our heads.  If you think about them, you'll get scared enough to never try again.  What am I saying?  You'll get so very afraid; you'll go into your home, lock the doors, climb into your bed and pull up the covers.  I get my courage from God.  It comes in small pieces.  I often get just enough to try again.
 
I Love You,
Jerry Rea




		
	
	







