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First Southern Baptist Church - 1-21-26 
Paul’s Sea Voyage - Acts 27:1-44

Introduction:
	1. Note the “wind” - italicize 
	2. Note the nautical terms - underlines 
	3. Note the cities they pass through or by 
	4. Don’t miss the spiritual implications... -within a storm, things get hopeless
		-within the storm there is one strong believer - bold 

I. Ship’s Log (1-2)
	1. The destination is Italy (Rome)
	2. The passengers
		Julius - centurion - Augustus 
		Other prisoners
		Aristarchus 
		Paul’s friends 
			Narrator (“we”) and Aristarchus 
	
II. Ports (3-9)
 	“Against” - “Under” - “near” 
	1. Sidon 
		-Julius lets Paul have a bit of time off 
	2. Under Cyprus (4) 
		-winds are contrary 
	3. To Myra - a city of Lycia (5) 
	4. Changes ships - for Italy (6) 
	5. Against Cnidus 
		-under Crete against Slamone (7) 
		-winds not suffering us 
	6. Fair Havens  -near Lasea (8) 
	7. Sailing now dangerous (9) 
		-fast is now past - Feast of Atonement 
		-moving into winter 

III. Paul Admonishes (10-11)
	1. This voyage will be with much hurt 
		-to the ship and to our lives 
	2. The centurion and the master of the ship
		-the ship master wins out (11) ...over Paul 
 		-Paul is an experienced traveler 
	
IV. Now Attempt to Make Phenice (12-20)
	1. To winter there 
	2. The south wind blew softly (13) 
		-so they sailed close by Crete 
		-seduced into traveling 
	3. Now a tempestuous wind 
		-Euroclydon (14) 
	4. We could not bear up in the wind ...so we “let her drive” 
 		Nautical terms 
		A. “Some by the boat” 
		B. “Taken up” (16-18) 
		C. “Undergirding the ship”
		D. “Strake sail” - lower the mainsail, or other, could also mean they lowered the
		    mast 
		E. “Were driven” 
		F. “Let her drive” - beyond their control and experience 
			-life is out of control 
			-life often gets out of control, even for the experienced 
	5. Tossed by the tempest (18) 
		-“lightened the ship”  
		-cast out the “tackling” (19) 
	6. Dark for days (20) 
		-all hope is gone* 
		-*Paul and his companions are literally in the same boat 

V. Paul’s Encouragement (21-26)
	1. You should have listened to me 
	2. Be of good cheer - no one will die 
		-God’s angel has reassured me 
		-“fear not, Paul” - the angel 
 		Paul’s good cheer came from a word from God 
	3. The third time Paul receives word he will make Rome 
		-19:21; 23:11 and verse 24 
	4. Wherefore sirs, be of good cheer - I believe God 
	5. We will be cast on an island 

VI. After Fourteen Days (27-32)
	1. Driven up and down 
		A. About midnight 
		B. Shipmen thought they were near land 
	2. They “sounded” 
		-a weight on a rope... locating the bottom 
		-fear of the rocks
		-cast four anchors out of the stern (the back) 
			-anchors in the back keep the ship from turning broadside 
		-wished for the day (29) 
	3. Shipmen about to flee (30) 
		-under color (disguise of letting down anchors) 
		-a desperate move 
	4. Paul counsels the centurion 
		-soldiers cut off the ropes - “let her fall off”
!!). 		-shipmen are fleeing, the soldiers cut the ropes 
	
VII. Paul Encourages - Again (33-37)
	1. It’s been two weeks and you haven’t eaten 
	2. Eat for your health 
		-you will not be harmed 
	3. Paul trusted the angel’s word over the circumstances of the storm 
		- gave thanks, broke it and ate
!!). 		-some have seen the Lord’s supper in this but it is unlikely 
	4. They begin to be encouraged 
	5. 276 people on board (37) 
		-is that realistic? 
		-Josephus cited a case of 600 on board 

VIII. Beached at Malta (38-44) 
	1. Lightened the ship 
		-cast out the wheat 
		-yields buoyancy 
	2. Discovered a creek - thrust in the ship 
	3. Took up anchors
		-committed themselves to the sea (turned loose) 
		-loosed the rudder bands 
		-hoisted up the mainsail - made toward shore 
	4. Ship runs aground (41) 
		-where two seas meet
		-creek and sea? Or two currents/ cross currents had pushed up sand? 
		-forepart is stuck 
		-back part is being thrashed to pieces 
	5. The soldiers want to kill the prisoners (42)  
		-escape meant their own lives 
		-the centurion did not want Paul to die, so he kept them from doing so 
	6. You who can swim go first, then those who remain... on boards and broken pieces of
	    the ship 
	7. They all get to land 

Some Takeaways:
1. In the storm, you need a word from God
	-through angel/ Paul
2. In the storm, all it takes is one 
3. In the storm, turn loose - trusting God 
	-God is appearing... but His angel is
	-He was there all the time, and Paul knew it 
4. Even the experienced still go through storms 
5. He is calm... because
	-conscious of God’s purpose
	-conscience of God’s presence 
6. On his way to fulfill God’s purpose for his life... 	Rome 
	-he helped sailors and soldiers and others who cross our path 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	-on the way to God’s destination there are great opportunities of service
