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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea
		The Gift of Hope
 
I remember it well. On the television a man recounted the story of people in the United States pooling their monies and buying a piece of medical equipment. The reporter called it a “gift of hope.” Through this medical device the recipients would be able to hang onto the feeling that this was not the end. If they (or their families) reached a point where their circumstances were dire, this machine might help. By giving this equipment, the people were “equipped” to weather storms and maintain life. Surely, it must have been a gift of hope. Having been on mission trips, I understand what it means to receive such a gift. Truly, it does mean hope. It is hope in the short term. It meant that they might live a better life by being saved from their sickness. It meant that they might have a better life by not having to worry about the invasion of their life circumstances by a demon-like sickness that took away what was most precious, life and wellness. It also meant that they were not alone in their problems. The people of the United States saw their need and cared. If that ever happens once, there is hope that it will happen again. Loneliness is oppressive as are physical ailments.  When a stranger steps up and lifts the burden, an unpredictable breath of the fresh air of hope moves in. Like a gentle breeze on a stifling Alabama day, hope refreshes. 
 
When Jesus stepped into our world it was just the same. The hope of evading the ultimate enemy (death) came with Him. The hope of a full heart, even when circumstances suck us dry came with Him. The hope of a true friend when all else desert you - became a reality. For those who’d ruined their own lives Jesus brought hope. The woman at the well was desperate for a solution to the ruin of her life. She received that in Jesus. When Zacchaeus had taxed himself into a corner, and then climbed a tree, Jesus began a new cycle. It was a cycle of hope. Jesus forgave, Zacchaeus changed, and the rest is history. For the lepers, Jesus’ healing gave them their life back, too. All they had to look forward to was more sickness and an ugly impending death. Jesus healed their bodies and everything changed. 
 
I pray that you’ll also receive Jesus’ gift of hope. When He gave His life He gave it for you. Receive His forgiveness and begin to walk His way and hope will grow. You see the fruit of fellowship with Jesus is the gift of Jesus. Part of that gift is hope. We really have no idea where Jesus will lead, but every direction He takes us there is a river of hope. You tackle anything with hope. You can go through anything if you have hope. You can accomplish all things if you hope you can. The Bible teaches that God is a God of all hope. Doesn’t it stand to reason that His son is a Son of Hope? 
 
So, will you receive God’s gift of hope?
Jerry Rea
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