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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea

	Unstring



	Galatians 6 speaks of getting "weary" in well-doing.  The verb used for "grow weary" was sometimes used to describe the act of becoming loose like an unstrung bow.  If you know anything at all about shooting a bow and arrow, you will remember that it is important after you shoot to let the tension off the bow.  If it remains in tension, the bow will lose its strength.  What a great picture of the believer who strives to follow and serve Jesus. It is practically possible to become weak with moral fatigue.  I had a professor at seminary who commented - "Sometimes, you just get tired of being good."  
 
The struggles of a believer are just that - struggles. There is the constant struggle against the evil one.  There is the struggle against culture and its constant push for us to conform.  There is the struggle against your own selfish desires.  Just because you are a believer does not mean that everything in your life is light and airy.  It does not mean that the problems of life somehow, now, just leave you alone.  For example, you are still tasked with being a father or mother.  Only now that you follow Jesus, you must teach and show your kids His way to live.  Paul said that he "fought the good fight," and I think I know a bit of what to which he was referring.  How can we retain hope when all those around us are checking in to "hotel hopeless"?  How can we not be weary when the struggle is strong and never-ending? 
 
As with the bow, so it is with us.  We need to unstring.  All through the Bible, God has counseled that we rest.  We are to rest after a week's work.  We are to "rest" in the Lord, when our way seems long.  We are to come apart from the world and pray. Prayer has a way of renewing our juices.  Refocusing on Jesus has a way of clarifying our minds and stimulating our souls.  We are counseled to draw our strength from Him, and not the world's supply.  My God shall supply all your needs. The source is very, very simple. The source is God Himself. So, our challenge becomes to stay in contact with Him.  Jesus advised us to "abide" in Him.  As a branch abides in the vine, so are we to abide in Him. For me, I like the word "continue." 
 
So, today renew your relationship with Jesus.  If you are already in that steady relationship, maybe you need to "continue" there.  Spend extra time with Jesus.  Maybe you need to "abide" there.  Maybe you need to "rest" in the Lord. 
 
Don't Be Weary in Well-Doing

Jerry Rea
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