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Paul and Barnabas Split - Acts 15:32-41
First Southern Baptist Church - Wednesday - 9-3-25

Introduction
	1. Issues
		-internal conflict
		-internal conflict with leadership
		-who will lead 
		-church splits? -legitimate? 
	2. Handling conflicts
	3. Character flaws and personalities/ gifts 
	4. The smooth advance of the gospel is at an end... now are conflicts, cross-currents and
	    dissension 

I. Joint Work at Antioch (30-35) 
	-tarried there “a space” (33) 
	-“consolation” (31), “exhortation” (32), “confirmed” (32), “teaching and preaching” (35) 

II. Paul and Barnabas Disagree and Separate (36-39) 
	1. His desire to visit the churches where they had preached (36) 
		A. A loving father cares about his kids - 3 John 4
		B. What actually happened: 
			-Derbe and Lystra (16:1) - picked up Timothy
			-went through the cities 
			-forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia 
			-assayed to go into Bithynia but the Spirit suffered them not 
			-a vision of a man of Macedonia - come over and help us 
		C. Did Paul get the “will of God” wrong? - Paul invaded Europe by these events 
	2. Contention - What is the issue? 
		A. Sharp contention - from “paroxysm” 
			-the Greek word is strong denoting passionate even bitter exchange 
		B. Why did they not pray and get Holy Spirit guidance? 
			-is this the apostle that can raise the dead? 
		C. Possible problems:
			1) human nature - normal “contentions” 
				-these are not angels... they are men 
			2) John Mark had failed them before (verse 38) 
				-can you trust a deserter? - no man having put his hand to the plow
			    and looked back is fit for the kingdom
				-when do you forgive a deserter? 
			3) true devotion to God does not guarantee infallibility of judgment 
			4) maybe John Mark was overtaken by the evil one
			5) Paul’s temper/ Paul’s unforgiveness 
				-maybe Paul was hard to get along with 
			6) maybe Barnabas is too tenderhearted 
			7) “legitimate” reasons not to take John Mark 
				-theological... spiritual apostasy 
				-practical... about to go on a mission field, they need someone
			    dependable 
			8) Paul finds him useful later on - Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philemon 23 
		D. Possible solutions
			1) you go your way and I’ll go mine - the Southern Baptist way - split
			    (divorce) - after all Paul and Peter split 
			2) two different venues... ways of doing the same thing 
			3) Henry Blackaby way - my favorite 
	3. Barnabas/ John Mark - Cyprus 
		Paul/ Silas - Syria
		-traveling/ ministering in pairs was the way Jesus proposed 
	4. At this point the book of Acts follows Paul/ not Barnabas
		-implies that Luke (the writer of Acts) took Paul’s side in the debate 

III. Revisit Churches Previously Founded (41-16:5) 
	1. Syria and Cilicia (41) 
	2. Derbe and Lystra (16:1)
	3. The churches are well established in the faith (16:5) 
		A. “Established in the faith” 
		B. Numbers increased daily 
	4. So... the work continues 

IV. Conflicts in the Church
	1. Commonplace - almost every letter
		-many involve leaders/ leadership 
		-the irony is that the first part of chapter 15, they hammered out how Gentiles and
		 Jews might co-exist
	2. Specific conflicts:
		A. Euodia and Syntyche - Phil. 4:1-3
		B. Peter and Paul split over ministering to Gentiles vs ministering to Jews -
		    Galatians 2:7 
		C. Sinful splitting - Gal. 6:1 - “overtaken in a fault” 
		D. Wandering away... like a lost lamb 
		E. Demas deserted us
			-Col. 4:14 - co-worker with Paul
			-2 Timothy 4:10-11 - Demas has “forsaken me...”
			-Philemon 24 - listed among the faithful 
		F. If your brother trespass against you - Mt. 18:15 
	3. There must be heresies among you - 1 Cor. 11:19 
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