The Land - Numbers 13:17-31 - September 21, 2025 

I. The Task Outlined - Numbers 13:17-20 
	1. Explore the land (verse 17) 
		-they were to bring back information 
Rea		-is this a good plan - won’t they become afraid? 
	2. The “hill country” - excellent for agriculture 
	3. They were also to see the people and the cities (verses 18-19) 
		-are they weak or strong, few or many? 
		-walled or fortified cities would determine their military strategy 
Rea		-these “explorers” are often called “spies” - is that the best word? 
		-as spies they risked their lives 
	4. Do your best to bring back some fruit from the land (verse 20) 
		-see verses 23-25 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Sometimes we see having a “plan” as a lack of faith, here they got ready to go in, by
	    first sending an advance crew to look it over
	2. Is this an organized plan? - is planning a bad thing... is “organization” a bad word? 
	3. They would also bring back news as to where the people, and fortified cities were 
	4. Discussing the “how” is not a bad thing... is this like a pre-invasion “business
	    meeting?”
	5. Is this group a “committee” and does that matter?   

II. The Land Assessed - Numbers 13:21-25 
	1. From Zin toward Lebo Hamath (verse 21) 
	2. Through the Negev and to Hebron (verse 22) 
	3. The Anakim were giants - Gen. 6:4 
	4. They cut off a branch and bring back fruits of the new land (verse 23) 
		-grapes, pomegranates and figs 
	5. “Eshkol” means “cluster” (verse 24) 
	6. They return in 40 days... a lengthy exploration trip (verse 25) 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Who would you send out to “explore” a land that you may take over? - does the
	    character of the explorers matter?
	2.  A thorough exploration of their future home 
	3. The land is good, but what will we do about these people who own the land? 
	4. They obeyed the plan of Moses - these representatives got to “see” where they were
	    going - your “advance” men make all the difference in the world

III.  The Decision at Hand - Numbers 13:26-31 
	1. The report (verse 26) 
Rea		-the fruit is their visual aid 
	2. The land flows with milk and honey (verse 27) 
	3. The people who live there (verse 28) 
		-large and powerful
		-fortified cities 
		-large 
		-descendants of Anak there 
	4. Verse 29 is a list of the peoples who live there 
	5. The negative part of their report begins in verse 28 with a “but” 
Rea		-I’ve learned that a lot of doubt and negativity begin with the words “yeah but” 
	6. After the negative points - Caleb and Joshua give the positive part (verses 30-31) 
		-Caleb “we can do it” 
		-the nay sayers are next (again) we can’t take the land - they are stronger than we 
Rea		-do you think these inhabitants were stronger or is that just the fear of the explorers?
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Which side would you have fallen down on?
	2. Did you notice that none said anything about God? 
	3. Did you notice (as of yet) that Moses did not say anything? 
	4. So... think about two things
		#1. This is the “promised” land 
		#2. Someone else already has it 
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