Authority Acknowledged - Mt. 7:15-29			1-11-26 

I. Fruit - Mt. 7:15-20 
	1. We are vulnerable (verse 15) 
		A. Watch out - these verses are a warning 
		B. How do our enemies approach?
			-as sheep
Rea		C. What are they? “False” - no... “false” prophets
	2. They twisted the truth 
Rea		-do you think they did this on purpose... or were they mislead by the devil themselves? 
	3. The truth... they are ferocious wolves 
	4. How do we know the truth? - by fruit (verses 16-17) 
		-grapes and thorn bushes don’t go together 
	5. “Likewise” is a comparison/ contrast 
Rea		-so, we cannot hide our own “truth?” 
	6. Verse 18 says that a good tree “cannot” bear bad fruit 
		-a consistent lifestyle 
Rea		-in our denomination we have often played down “fruit” in our rush to present “grace” - fruit is very, very important 
	7. The end of bad fruit - thrown into the fire (verse 19) 
	8. You will recognize them - in this way (verse 20) 
Rea		-again, they are not known by what they say but by what they do 
-it is easy to say something good or clever from the pulpit - it is much harder to live a godly lifestyle 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. The “truth” will come out -by fruit 
	2. Sometimes the truth comes out about a preacher... when we find out they have been
	    living a different life all along - so clever preaching is not enough to know the truth 
	3. Do you think there are “wolves” in today’s church... or was this just in Jesus’ day? 
	4. We choose our preachers for the wrong reason... 
		-ability to preach 
		-age - we always want a young preacher 
		-degree - we want a doctorate 
	5. Who polices the preacher in your church? - for that matter who polices our
	    denominational leaders? - or popular preachers... like Billy Graham? 
	6. If a “leader” gets caught... should he/ she be allowed back in the pulpit... or in
	    leadership position? -mmm

II. Obedience - Mt. 7:21-23 
	1. False believers (verse 21) - those who say “Lord, Lord” but are not true 
Rea		-they will not enter the kingdom of heaven - even though they may look good in this life 
		-the true are those who “DO” the will - not those who “SAY” the will of God 
	2. Many will say... in that day (verse 22) 
		-we prophesied
		-we drove out demons
		-we performed miracles 
		People misused His name for their own purposes 
	3. Check out fake exorcists at Acts 19:13-16 
Rea	4. So... even “doing” can be faked
		-lets call this what it is a “lie” - a false prophet 
	5. Away from me (verse 23) 
		-evildoers 
		-“I never knew you” 
		-separation is a big part of future judgement
Rea		-people can fool us now, but cannot fool the Lord 
	6. They have no personal relationship with Jesus
Rea		-by contrast you can have a relationship with Jesus... and NOT cast our demons?
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. People often get “found out” - who should be finding out sooner 
	2. I’ve also noticed that people’s works (evil) are often covered up 
		-to me, covering up by those in leadership positions is worse than the deed 
	3. The theme of this lesson is “truth” - and how do you know (perceive) it... after all the
	    devil IS a liar 

III. Obedience - Mt. 7:24-29 
	1. Therefore, - He sums up (verse 24) 
		A. The comparison - is a building illustration 
		B. Hears and puts into practice 
Rea			-so... once again, not just the hearers are wise but the doers - we have a lot of hearing in the local church but very little doing... what does that mean? 
		C. Contrasts “wise” and “foolish” 
	2. Bad circumstances happen to everyone
		-winds, rain, floods (verse 25) 
	3. The foundation is tested... not the building practices, nor the building materials (rotten
	    wood) 
		-rock and sand are the issue 
Rea		-so... where you build is the issue, not with what you build 
Rea		-I have always encouraged my children to get a good education... that is what you build with... where is key   
	4. The foolish man (verses 26-27) 
		-hears but does not do - put into practice - which means he is not obedient 
Rea		-the testing phase is when trials come... it reveals where we have been building 
	5. The response of the crowd (verses 28-29) 
		-amazed 
		-His authority 
Rea		-the truth carries a certain authority - you can often tell 
Rea	6. “These things” in verse 28 (I believe) refer to the entirety of the Sermon on the                   Mount... which is chapter 5-7 of Matthew - not just this ending parable/ illustration  
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. The book of James has an emphasis on hearing and doing - check that book out - to
	    compare these same ideas 
	2. There is much in the Bible about “foolish” and “wise” vs “right” and “wrong” - Job,
	    Psalm, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are the “wisdom” literature of the Old Testament 
	3. Jesus emphasized how we live more than JUST being Saved/ Baptized - we ought to
	    do the same... for us sometimes it’s JUST about how many we have/ had on Sunday 
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