Be Encouraged - 2 Peter 3:8-18 						May 25, 2025 

I. Christ Certain Return - 2 Peter 3:8-10
	1. A day is one thousand years (verse 8) 
		-comparison of humans with God’s timetable 
	2. His delay should not bother you 
Rea	3. Don’t forget this - in this verse is because of our proneness to forget many things 
	4. God is not slow (verse 9) 
		-but He is patient 
		-He promised to return but He is waiting 
	5. Patient “with you” 
Rea	6. Obvious what “the will of God” is - that ALL should be saved, not just those He selects 
		-“anyone” to perish 
		-“everyone” to come to repentance 
		-“whosoever” will 
		-so, the Lord is much more patient than you are - He has not returned because He
	    is this way 
Rea		-discuss... how patient are you? 
	7. He’ll come like a thief (verse 10) 
		-when we least expect it 
		-compare Matthew 24:42-44 - the same idea 
Rea	8. What will happen when He returns? 
		-the heavens will disappear with a roar 
		-the elements will be destroyed 
		-the entire earth will be laid bare 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. No one knows when a thief will come but that does not keep us from using “security”
	    measures 
	2. So... 
		-on the one hand be certain He will return
		-on the other hand, we don’t know when 
	3. Thieves rely on being unexpected - in secret they work and plan 
	4. We want God to judge the unsaved world... and do it yesterday - what’s wrong with
	    our patience? What does that say about us as compared to God?

II. Holy Living - 2 Peter 3:11-14 
	1. What kind of people should you be? (Verse 11) 
		-live holy lives 
		-live godly lives 
Rea		These admonitions are for now, not for later  - now
	2. “As” you look forward (verse 12) 
		-to the day and the speed with which it will come 
Rea		“Look forward” means we are anxious for Him to come 
		That day will come with speed 
	3. That day brings destruction of the heavens 
Rea		-this is the second time in our lesson that “fire” from heaven has been mentioned 
Rea		-the elements will melt with heat 
Rea 		-in the Old Testament Noah was a part of God’s judgement by water, now we look at what God will do by fire... -both events of judgment are to be preceded by preaching and awareness that the day is coming 
	4. A new earth is coming (verse 13) 
		-where righteousness dwells 
Rea		-contrast “righteousness” with the evil world 
Rea		-once again, just like Noah’s day... the world was “cleansed” - this time by fire 
	5. So, because of this live spotless and blameless lives (verse 14) 
Rea		-because you expect judgment it ought affect how you live 
		-live at “peace” with Him 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Look at both Matthew 24:37-39 and Luke 17:26 - where Jesus compares Noah’s day to
	    our day and judgment to come 
	2. “Holy” living is expected from God... discuss what “holy living” might be in your life 
	3. Judgment is coming... but so is the Person of Jesus - so, not just fire 

III. Stand Firm - 2 Peter 3:15-18 
	1. Patience means salvation (verse 15)  
		(compare with verse 9) 
Rea		-YOU may already be saved but if you are patient OTHERS might be 
		-note that Peter says he and Paul are consistent 
Rea		-Paul’s writing was characterized as “wisdom” - does your teaching in SS sound like “wisdom?”  - does your preaching resonate like “wisdom?”
	2. Paul’s writings are “hard to understand” (verse 16) 
Rea		-“some things” not all things 
		-because they are hard to understand some have distorted them 
Rea		-the leaning of evil mankind is to “distort” the Bible to their own point of view 
Rea		-I grieve often because of the daily “twisting” of the Bible  - but worse is that the man in the pew is in the Bible so little, he doesn’t know the difference 
Rea		-just because a man (or woman) has a doctorate does not mean they ...	
		#1. Have been in the Bible 
		#2. Understand the Bible 
		#3. Rightly apply the Bible 
	3. Peter calls them ignorant and unstable 
	4. Be on your guard (verse 17) 
		-watch out so that you may not be “carried away by the error of lawless” 
Rea		-it is always the say of Satan to...
		#1. Confuse us about God’s will - in the Bible 
		#2. To substitute something else for the Word of God
		Only those who know the Bible, are able to tell the difference 
Rea		Here’s a thought... who’s teaching our children the “truth?” 
Rea	5. Be on your guard because your adversary is a roaring lion... seeking whom he may         devour 
	6. Grow in grace (verse 18) 
		-and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Rea		-so, don’t just be on your guard (negatively) grow in knowledge of Jesus (positively) 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Falsehood and error have always been with us because Satan has always been there to
	    confuse us 
	2. The remedy for error... what is it according to these verses... discuss 
	3. Some things ARE hard to understand but that does not mean they are not true 
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