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The Story of Cornelius - Acts 10:1-34
First Southern Wednesday Bible Study - July 23, 2025

Introduction
	1. Paul’s conversion at the beginning of chapter 9
		-then revert back to Peter at the end of the same chapter 
	2. A particular Gentile case 
		-“it is not meet to take the children’s bread and case it to the dogs” (Jesus) 
	3. Christianity grew out of Judaism
		-Jesus Himself spoke of God as the father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
		-Peter is still observing the prayer times of Judaism when this event happens 
	4. The story grows and receives “apostolic sanction” in chapter 10-11 
		-receive the message (1-34) 
		-receive the Holy Spirit (35-43)
		-receive Apostolic sanction (chapter 11)  
	5. God is preparing Paul to work with the Gentiles
		God is using Peter here to break down the barriers to the Gentiles 
 		At Galatians 2:1-21 Paul confronts Peter for not being consistent with Gentiles and Jews... and makes the issue larger than just receiving the gospel... but it entails the whole idea of how a person is saved... by law or by grace? 
	6. Issues:
		-does God hear the prayers of the lost?
		-God gives a direct revelation to a Gentile (vision) 
		-why is Peter reluctant? 
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I. What Happened to Cornelius (1-8)
	1. Cornelius - who is he? (1-2) 
		-a devout man
		-a centurion (soldier over 100 - therefore an officer) 
		-Italian band 
		-feared God with all his house 
		-gave alms/ and prayed to God always (obviously made no secret of his religious
		 devotion)  
 		Full proselytes - all rites and rules were performed (including circumcision)
		Proselytes of the gate - not submitted to full rites, followed the philosophy of
	 	monotheism, etc. 
		The picture is of a godly man outside Hebrew faith. 
			-John said there is a light that lighteth every man. True to the light inside...
			 but he needed Christ. 
	2. His vision (3)
		A. The ninth hour (3 pm)
			-an angel of God 
		B. Called out to him 
		C. Response - what is it Lord? 
		D. A “vision” 
 	    Other Visions/ Revelations:
		Pharaoh received “double” visions 
		Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar’s were “double”
		God called Samuel “three times” 
	3. The message (4-6)
		A. Your prayers are noted 
		B. Your alms are noted 
		C. They are a memorial before God - does God hear the prayers of the lost? 
			-he walked in the light he had understood... so God gave him a vision
			 (more light), with instructions (more light), then Peter tells about Christ
			 (final light) 
			-one thing was necessary from Cornelius, he must obey
			-ready obedience is a mark that he is ready to receive the Christ 
		D. Send men to Joppa to Simon 
		E. He will inform you - the idea that “Peter will tell you what to do” says that
		    Cornelius had come to a question about what is valid or not 
	4. Cornelius’ response (7-8) 
		-called men
		-reported
		-sent 
II. What about Peter? (9-18)
	1. Peter prays about the sixth hour (9)
		-on the roof - a place for prayer 
	2. He was hungry (10) 
		-before he could eat, he fell into a trance 
		-Cornelius got a “vision” and Peter got a “trance” 
		-“trance” means “ecstasy” 
	3. What Peter saw (11-12)
		A. Heaven opened 
		B. Vessel descending like a sheet, let down by four corners 
		C. In the sheet were all the animals of the earth (12) 
	4. What Peter heard (13-14)
		A. A voice - rise, kill and eat 
		B. Peter responds - not so - I have never done this 
		C. A second command to eat (15) 
			-a reasoning given... what God has cleansed don’t call unclean 
			-not “call” it common, but “make” it common...a stronger statement. 
		    Don’t defile by your attitude
		D. Done three times (16) 
	5. Peter tries to understand the trance/ words (17-18)
		A. At that moment the men arrive from the house of Cornelius 
		B. Is this where Simon lives? 
III. Three Men Seek Thee (19-23)
	1. While he ponders there are three men 
		-so, he ponders,... they have his next step (the Gentiles?) 
	2. Go with them... “nothing doubting” (20) 
	3. Why have you come? 
		-they explain
	4. He lodges them and then goes with them (23) 
		-some of the men from Joppa go with him 
		-are these men defense witnesses if he goes into the Gentile home? 
5. Compare three men with three times the sheet was let down... three messages         
	6. Contrast Cornelius with Peter
		-is urgent
		-sends his servants immediately (that afternoon), and gathers his family in
	     anticipation 
		-Peter seems to move slower 
		-Cornelius fasts... Peter is just hungry 
IV. At Cornelius’ House (24-29)
	1. Calls together his friends and family 
	2. Fell at his feet and worshiped him 
		-stand up, I myself am a man (the message has dawned, I and you are the same -
	    not common and uncommon) 
		-for all his devotion, he still makes mistakes - worshiping Peter 
	3. The crowd gathers (27) 
	4. You all know the law 
		-this is unlawful, but God has shown me that I should not call any man common
	     or unclean 
	5. That’s why I came to you without “gainsaying” (29) 
		-back and forth bickering 
		-why did you send for me 
V. Cornelius Explains (30-33) 
	1. Four days ago I was fasting and praying 
		-prayed at the ninth hour 
		-a man stood before me 
	2. Your prayer is heard and your alms are a remembrance before God 
		-second time this is mentioned 
	3. Send to Joppa for Peter 
		-lodged with Simon a tanner
		-a tanner had to live 50 cubits outside the city 
		-this is the reason God had him living with the tanner... an obstacle removed
	      already 
	4. Tell us... we are here to hear what God has commanded (33) 
		
God prepares us to receive
	God prepared Cornelius to receive further “light”
	God prepared Peter to speak to Cornelius 
	*God is preparing the recipients of our mission work... and you as the missionary
God chooses
	God chose Peter to cross this barrier into Gentile realms
	God chose Cornelius to be a Gentile that breaks the barrier 
	*God chooses us for respective “missions”
