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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea

Drifting

The danger is drifting (it’s mentioned in Hebrews 2). We often become complacent, or jaded, or tired. It’s at that time that we drift. Perhaps our focus wanes. Maybe it’s a matter of diverted attention. After all, it’s easy to simply “look away” for a moment. That moment can turn into an entire week, then a lifestyle. I know of people who’ve gone to Sunday School and church their whole lives, then as adults “drifted.” Often we cool off in our fervor for spiritual things. We move from red hot to lukewarm, then altogether cold. Who hasn’t been there? Romans 12 talks about being "conformed" to the world. That was a danger in Paul’s day, but it’s also a danger in our day. We take in the world’s ideas every time we turn on the television, or turn on our computers, or tune in to our cell phones. Each time we “open up” the thinking of our culture pours in. We get full, not of Jesus nor His sweet spirit but full of this world’s apathy and callous attitudes about spiritual things and others. Television feeds our need or desire to focus on our selves. We tell ourselves often that it’s “not about us,” but the overwhelming message we get day in and day out is all about feeding ourselves, and preening ourselves, and enthroning ourselves. It’s almost impossible to not be “drained” of Bible ideas, and inevitably we... drift. By the way, usually the drift is away from that which builds and into that which defiles.
 
There are many things we can do. Here’s just one. A boat drifts when it is not secured. You may secure a boat by tying it to the dock. You may secure the boat by being vigilant at the oars or the controls. You may secure your boat by having a good anchor. The Bible teaches (again) that the anchor of our soul is the hope that we have in Jesus (Heb. 6:19). It ties us down and keeps us from drifting into despair or indifference or sinful living. You and I have a habit of being pushed and pulled until we don’t know where we are, or what direction we’re moving. Scripture teaches the danger of being pushed around by every wind of doctrine. Satan cloaks his perverted ideas with good ones. Truth becomes obscured or twisted until it becomes a confusing mass of opinions. We need some sort of anchor. 
 
Each day there are new twists in an old, old story. In the Garden of Eden Satan lied. He said “Has God really said that?” (My translation) He taught man to doubt truth, even truth from God, and the drift away started. Most of the time we don’t even know we’re moving. Then we wake up one day and the shore/ shoreline is gone. 
 
There is a truth that never moves, even though we do. There is a Word straight from God that will steer us like a compass in a storm. There is a Savior who’ll guide out of any raging sea. That guide is Jesus. Call out to Him, and you might just see Him walking on your water.
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