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First Southern Baptist Church - May 21, 2025  
Peter and John Before the Council - Acts 4:1-22

Introduction:
	1. They have healed a lame man
	2. They have explained the miracle and its source
	3. Several groups that resist the gospel in Acts - each has it’s own reason
		-here, the Sadducees are chief -because of the resurrection 

I. A Crowd Gathers/ Peter and John are Taken into Custody (1-4) 
	1. Leadership get involved
		-priests - represent the temple 
		-captain of the temple - supposed to keep order at the temple (ritual purity is big) 
		-Sadducees 
	2. Sadducees grieved 
		-they taught the resurrection 
		-“grieved” can be interpreted “annoyed”
3. “Religious” persecution 
		-the Sadducees of their day and the Sadducees of our day 
		-preaching Jesus is okay today as long as you preach the “right” Jesus
		-these Sadducees denied the supernatural, some of our religious leaders deny the
		 supernatural 
		-our worst persecutors are not the gang members, or the drug lords, but religious
		 leaders 
	4. Put in “hold” 
	5. The execution of Jesus is the primary indication that they need to repent 
		-the “cross” is man’s worst and God’s best all at the same time 
	6. Mixed reaction 
		-many believed, -about 5000
		-the Council is called 

II. Called Before the Sanhedrin (5-12) 
	1. The council 
		-rulers
		-elders - men of age and service
		-scribes - Bible teachers (Old Testament) 
		-Annas, the high priest
		-Caiaphas
		-John - probably the “Jonathan” son of Annas 
		-Alexander 
		-the kin of the high priest 
		*the “powers that be” vs “uneducated men” 
	2. By what “name?” 
		A. Authority - what right do you have? 
		B. Power to do miracles
			-“by what means he is made whole” at verse 9
		C. English translations do not preserve the scorn of “you” in verse 7 - by what
		    name did “such as you” do this? 
	3. Peter’s response
		A. Filled with the Holy Ghost (8) 
-not baptized in the Holy Spirit - already been baptized, but “filled”
			-“one baptism, many fillings, constant anointing” - Stephen Olford
		B. Address - rulers and elders of Israel 
		C. If you want to know how he is made whole (9) 
		D. It is through the “name” of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
			-who God raised from the dead 
		E. This is the “stone” who the builders rejected but who has become the head of
		    the “corner” 
			-to reject Jesus is to reject the corner stone 
		F. There is no salvation in other name 
			1) no other “way”
				-the exclusiveness of the gospel 
				-there is no other place to turn for salvation 
				-there is no other name that can save you
				-there is a vast difference in coming to Jesus for wisdom, and
				 coming to Jesus for salvation 
			2) when you accept that “name” you accept all that goes with it 
	4. The word “name” ties this healing and the council’s examination and the response all
	    together - the name/ authority of Jesus 
		-also the credit is clear 
		-not holiness
		-not education
		-but Jesus 
		*the miracle is not made an end in itself - but a means to proclaim the “name” 

III. Council’s Reaction (13-18) 
	1. Boldness of Peter and John (13)
		-“unlearned” and “ignorant” men 
		-boldness (in spite of their “ignorance”) 
	2. They “marveled” 
	3. “Been with Jesus” - not been to seminary, but they have been with Jesus* 
	4. Exhibit A is standing before them (14) 
		-they do not deny nor doubt that a miracle has been performed 
	5. Conference about what to do (15-17) 
		-many say that if they could just see a miracle they would believe.  That is often
	    just not true.  Unbelief is not from a lack of facts, unbelief is a condition of the heart. 
	6. Charged them (18) 

IV. Peter and John’s Reaction (19-20) 
	1. Is it right to listen to God or men? (19) 
	2. We cannot but speak what we have seen and heard 
		-at Luke 12:11-12 - “the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you
		 ought to say”
		-at Luke 21:12ff - they will lay hands on you... fix it beforehand, not to meditate
		 on how to answer 
	3. Reaction to persecution 

V. Peter and John Released (21-22) 
	1. Further threatening 
	2. Finding nothing how they might punish them 
	3. Released - for fear of the people  
		-their desire to “teach them a lesson” if thwarted by the people 
		-obviously a deep divide between the people and the leadership 

They prayed (24) 
	-the place was shaken (31) 
		-they spake with boldness (31) 
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