Barnabas: Be An Encourager - Acts 4:31-37  - 2-1-26p

I. The “Son of Consolation” (a nickname?)
	1. A doer - “sold” what he had 
		-more than likely to help poor people 
		-you know who the doers are 
		-name comes up repeatedly in scripture  - not read all 
	2. The need for encouragers 
		Joel Osteen - not my favorite, why so popular? - encouragement 
	3. Pause button... !!). What IS  “encouragement?” 
		-to make you feel good? 
		-not necessarily 
		-could encourage you that they’re important 
		-encourage if depressed 
		-could be negative: -encourage you to stop cussing 
			-not to yield to sin 
			-not to quit 
			-not to get a divorce 

II. A Selected Laborer (work) 
	1. Work 
	2. “I have called” - Acts 11:22; 13:1-3 
		-as a “minister” - Acts 11:23; 13:43; 14:22 
		-as a messenger - Acts 11:30 
		-separated to the work - Acts 13:1-3
	3. All this to make a simple point - he worked 
		-today’s “work ethic” has changed 
	4. He was...
		Involved, Engaged, Encouraged 
		By what he said 
		By what he did 
		His legacy 

III. He was an Encourager (simple)
	1. Where do we get our doctrine? - teaching?  
	2. Read... Acts 11:22-24 
	3. Doesn’t tell us what he “taught” with words 
	4. Verse 23 - “exhorted” - encouraged 
	5. You’ve Been Chosen to Clap and Cheer - Mark Littleton - a sermon 
		-read it in 1979- stuck with me all this time 
		-rare to remember a sermon 
		-remember those who help us 
	6. Church has become an entertainment business 

IV. He was Gracious (his spirit) 

	1. His spirit 
	 	-his attitude 
		-his demeanor 
		-they probably smiled when they saw him coming 
	2. Full of the Spirit - Acts 11:23-24 
		-not baptized -like an event 
		-not speaking in tongues 
		-not a miracle worker 
		-not a volume of sermons 
	3. Full of Faith - Acts 11:23-24 
		-he truly believed in what he was doing 
		-believed that God was faithful 
		-believed by faith that God 
			Was
			He truly cared
			He was truly active and working on our behalf 
	4. Exhorted them all - verse 23 
		-not passive - he was pushing 
		-he was actively encouraging 
		-the wandering 
		-the depressed
		-the saddened 
		-the immature believer 


Takeaways... 
He’s always there 
He’s always second 

We are living n hard times
	-hard to do right - get sucked into the world 
	-hard to continue to do right... we quit 
	-hard to have a good attitude 
We need encouragers 
	-we’ve got enough preachers
	-all types of “advice” 
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