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First Southern Baptist Church - April 30, 2025 
Pentecost - Acts 2:1-13

Introduction
1. Chapter 1 tells of the preparation for the Holy Spirit coming... chapter 2 tells of His coming 
2. Setting is Pentecost
	-a Jewish festival set up by God centuries before
	-fifty days after Passover, culminating the week of weeks, following the offering of the
	 sheaf of the wave offering (Lev. 23:15ff) 
	-a day-long harvest festival 
3. The emphasis on the coming of the Spirit in Acts parallels the giving of the Spirit to Christ in
     Luke 
	-John is to be filled with the Spirit from his mother’s womb (1:15) 
	-Holy Spirit was to come upon Mary (1:35) 
	-Elizabeth was “filled with the Spirit” (1:41) 
	-Zacharias was “filled with the Spirit” (1:67) 
	-the Spirit came upon Simeon and he saw Jesus (2:25) 
	-at His baptism the Spirit descended in bodily form (3:22) 
	-He was “filled” with the Spirit, He was “led” of the Spirit (4:1) 

I. Purpose of His Coming
	1. Counterparts and compliments of Jesus and Holy Spirit 
		A. Verse 8 - the proclamation of Jesus, as the Christ 
		B. Jesus made atonement, Holy Spirit applies it 
		C. Christ is the foundation, Holy Spirit is the builder 
		D. Jesus makes His church, Holy Spirit fills it 
	2. The presence of God in the midst of the community 
		-I will not leave you comfortless/ orphaned - John 14 
	3. Results
		-unity across the nations
		-incredible joy 
		-empowerment 
		-usher in a new dispensation (covenant) 
	4. Peter’s speech (verses 14-47) ties it all together and interprets the event
		
II. How He Came
	1. Both an individual experience and a group experience 
	2. All are baptized from one source - directly from God (not through an intermediary) 
	3. With power
		A. Fire - visual - like fire - when Jesus came up out of the water at baptism,... the
		    Holy Spirit descended like a dove, here, it is fire 
			-like fire moving out from a single flame... and alive... and cleansing 
		B. Wind - auditory - like wind - Jesus mentioned the Holy Spirit as wind at John 3
		C. Tongues - intellect 
	4. On the celebration of the giving of the Law at Sinai 
		Jesus crucified at Passover (deliverance from Egypt) - they were delivered
		Holy Spirit came at Pentecost (in-gathering) -a great in-gathering of many peoples
	5. Tongues 
		A. Not ecstatic speech here... but languages 
			-the Greek word for “other” means of a different kind 
		B. Note the multitude of foreigners in the city for Pentecost 
			-they all heard in their own language
		C. Note that they all returned to their own homeland... with a message of Jesus
		D. God reverses the curse on Babel - from one language to many
			-here from many languages to one 
		E. Not a permanent gift here 
		F. Tongues at Pentecost and tongues at Corinth (1 Cor. 12-14) 
			-at 1 Corinthians the speech is unintelligible, needing an interpreter, here
	  	    all understand 
	6. The gathering of the Jewish nation at Pentecost - verses 9-11 (a pilgrimage feast - one
	    of three that gathered the entire nation) 
		Parthians - descendants of the northern ten tribes taken away by Shalmanezer II 
		Medes - “			”		“		”	“
		Elamites - “			”		“		”	“
		Dwellers in Mesopotamia - Jews of the later Babylonian captivity 
		Dwellers in Judea
		Cappadocia 
		Pontus
		Asia
		Phrygia 
		Pamphylia					
		Egypt
		Parts of Libya about Cyrene 
		Strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes
		Cretes
		Arabians  
	7. *Note the giving of the Spirit to everyone... is THE theme of Acts... Jerusalem,
	    Judea, Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the earth. Christianity changes from a
	    primarily Jewish sect to a religion for the world. They could have all understood
	    Aramaic, but the gospel is for all
		
III. Theology
	1. Did not cause the church to be, the church already existed
	2. All from one source - directly from God (not through an intermediary) 
	3. And “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
		-already the gospel is going out to all
		-Acts 1:8 - “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth” 
	4. Who is “all” - all spake with tongues 
		-“all” is the entire group from chapter 1 - about 120 saints
		-“all” is all those Jews from all over 
		-“all” is believers only... they testified to the unbelievers 
	5. Not a “personal” gift that we can say... your spirit is different from mine 
		-same gift, same mind in all 
		-the arrival of the Spirit is anything but private, but very public 
	6. Other “Pentecosts” in Acts?
		Jewish Pentecost - Acts 2 (to Jews)
		Samaritan Pentecost - Acts 8 -using Philip (to Samaritans) 
		Gentile Pentecost - Acts 10 (Cornelius) - using Peter (to God-fearing Gentiles) 
		Baptist Pentecost - Acts 19 (John the Baptist’ followers, at Ephesus) - using Paul 
		*What is the pattern? - there is no pattern, because the Holy Spirit is like the wind
		 (John 3). We want to know the “pattern” so we can reproduce the Holy Spirit
		 coming/ work... That is not for us to do... this is not an achievement - but a gift. 
		 We can no more reproduce Pentecost, than we can lasso the wind 
		*An observation - the gospel is widening 
			-first to Jews, then to Samaritans, then to God-fearing Gentiles, then to
			 Ephesian pagans 

IV. Explanation - Joel 2:28ff 
	1. The “last days” 
	2. God will pour out His Spirit on all flesh... 
	3. Promised baptism of the Holy Spirit from Jesus (Acts 1:4-5 - a prophecy from Jesus) 
		-seated and secured in history - prophecy of Joel - this is it 
		-Peter says this is what you are seeing today - his sermon interprets the event -
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