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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea

Hope Is 

Hope is essential.  You need hope when your team is losing or when your church drifts into the doldrums. You need hope when your medical treatments just go on and on.  Hope is essential to try again, even though you’ve tried again, and again, and again.  It’s essential when you fail to bounce back. Incidentally, we all fail.  Hope helps when you mysteriously find yourself depressed and you don’t know why.  Then, hope might be essential in something  as simple as rolling out of bed to meet a hard day.  Hope is very important! Hope is essential and it happens inside us.

Hope is always forward, have you noticed? We don’t hope toward the past; we hope toward the future.  Sometimes we are required to look forward at a very daunting future.  In that circumstance hope looks for something to grab on to.  By its very nature hope is a “forward thing.”  When we feel as if we have little future we lose hope.  It’s true the past is rich with memories and good times, but life always moves forward.  Think... hope is inside, but it moves us to a place where we’ve never been... forward. 
	
Then hope is beginning.  Remember Jesus asked the lame man if he wanted to be well.  It’s at John 5:1-9.  We might think that a bit insensitive, but for this man hope had (perhaps) died.    Hope especially dies over a long period of time.  This man had long since lost hope things would ever be better.  The Scripture tells us that this man had been lame for thirty-eight years (verse 5).  That’s a long time!   Is that you?  He had to make an effort even if it were small.   His circumstances required just one small step. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]So... remember inside us hope is essential.  Think about it - God works inside, and hope leans forward, so remember God owns the future (He’s already there).  Then, right now it is pivotal to try... again.  Jesus told the lame man to get up... and he did.  

Across the pages of history hope often happens when all is hopeless. 

I’m hoping along with you, but locked onto to Jesus,

Jerry Rea
