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Here’s Hope
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Failure is Not Final
 
Look at the pages of Scripture and you often see folks who fail. Sometimes it's because of sin, but sometimes it's not. Some folk are not adequate to the job set before them. Some don't rely on God. Some have a momentary lapse of judgment. After all, we all make mistakes. Thomas probably would like to take back those words... "Unless I see the nail prints I will not believe." Thomas, what were you thinking? Peter would like to get another shot at walking on water. Or, better get another chance to not deny Jesus. Multiple times the disciples failed because they did not have enough faith. They couldn't find it within them to readily believe that Jesus could multiply bread. Do you remember the time they sent away the little children? I'm not sure they were proud of that the next day. The children of Israel wandered around for forty years because they didn't have enough faith to enter the Promised Land. In anger, Moses killed someone. You and I just think about it, right?
           
Once you've failed, that ship has sailed. You never get another chance at that particular opportunity. Time and reality being what it is, those chances are gone. You can't go back to yesterday. I'm not so sure we'd do much better if we did. Today is the day we live in, not tomorrow and certainly not yesterday. Or do we? To live in tomorrow is to worry. To live in yesterday is to become bitter. 
 
So, we have a couple of options. We can quit, and the woods are full of people (and believers) who have decided that this all there is for them. There is no use in trying. I am through. We also, could go on, believing that we're a victim. It was someone else's fault. With great skill we shift the blame wherever we need to, as long as we don't have to shoulder it. Have you ever met someone who lives like this? They are not fun to be around, are they? 
 
What about this idea. We can trust God to help us with tomorrow, instead of worrying about yesterday. I know you messed up yesterday. You really did! What about tomorrow? God has a miraculous way of merging even our failures into His wonderful plan for our lives. He makes even a bad past serve a wonderful future. The past is your responsibility that is true. It is also true that the future is your opportunity. With God's help there is no telling what your future can be. Don't think that your sin/ failure stops God from dreaming big dreams for your life. He is bigger than your failure. He is bigger than your sin, and tendency to sin. His vision is bigger than yours. Believe in yourself, because God does.
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