The Journey - Numbers 9:15-23		9-7-25

1. God’s Presence - Num. 9:15-16 
	1. The cloud covered the tabernacle 
Rea		-“tabernacle” and “temple” are two different places - discuss 
	2. “Tabernacle” means “to dwell” (verse 15) - a companion of the children in the
	    wilderness 
		-by covering the tabernacle God was saying His presence would dwell there 
		-the “tent” of the covenant law 
		-note that verse 15 says it “looked like fire” - a fiery cloud that glowed at night 
	3. It “continued” to be this way (verse 16) 
		-continuously 
Rea		-God’s presence and “fire” go together often in the Bible - discuss why this might be so 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. I think a fiery cloud might be a “continuous” encouragement to these people in the
	    “wilderness” 
	2. The cloud meant that God “endorsed” this “tent” 
	3. The tent is often called “the tent of meeting” in the Old Testament - meeting of God
	    and His people 

II. Faithful Direction - Num. 9:17-21 
	1. When they set out the cloud/ tent went with them (verse 17)
		-“lifted from” 
		-the cloud went first - it was in the lead 
Rea		-mmm, Jesus said “follow me” 
	2. Sometimes the cloud “stayed” or “settled” (verse 18) 
Rea		-picture yourself there... you never knew if you would be “moving” or staying 
	3. They only moved at the Lord’s command (verse 19) 
		-even if it were a long time 
		-they “stayed” or “obeyed” God 
Rea		-so... “knowing God’s will” in this was relatively easy 
		-moving or staying was up to God (verse 20) 
	4. Sometimes the “stay” was short (verse 21) 
		-there are no reasons given for why God stayed a short while and why is was
	    longer at other times 
Rea		-welcome to “knowing God’s will” 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. They had to “trust” God in all this 
	2. They got in the habit of “trusting” God’s lead... and looking for the cloud 
	3. The glowing fire (to them) became God’s presence 
	4. By contrast in the New Testament, Jesus is God ...therefore the presence of God

III. Active Obedience - Num. 9:22-23 
	1. Two days, a month or a year (verse 22) 
		-God’s lead was unpredictable 
Rea		-this all just means God calls the shots - not a “moving committee” 
Rea		-the issue of  “obedience” comes to the fore - as well 
	2. God’s command came through a person - Moses (verse 23) 
Rea		-move or stay was the cloud... following the cloud were instructions that Moses
	    communicated
	3. Moses was an instrument (tool) in the hand of God to communicate with the people
Rea		-the “word” of God came through Moses 
	4. At Ex. 33:11-16 -there is a close relationship between Moses and God 
Rea	Ideas and Questions
	1. How does God lead? ... discuss the ways in the Bible 
	2. How do we follow? - discuss the ways to follow God 
	3. God sent Jesus to be our leader - so, we trust and spend extra time determining God’s
	    will through Jesus in the New Testament 
	4. They determined God’s will by the cloud... how do YOU determine God’s will? 
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