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Paul Stoned at Lystra - Acts 14:1-28
First Southern Baptist Church - August 27, 2025 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I. Sermon at Iconium (1-7)
	1. Reactions
		-multitude believed (Jews and Greeks) 
		-Jews stirred up the Gentiles (2) 
	2. They stayed a “long time” (3) 
		-gave testimony unto the word of his grace
		-signs and wonders 
	3. The multitude was divided (4) 
		-part held with the Jews and part with the apostles 
	4. An assault made 
		-to use despitefully and stone 
	5. They flee to the surrounded cities (6-7) 
	6. There they preach
II. The Crippled Healed (8-18)
	1. Situation
		-crippled in feet
		-cripple from birth, never walked 
	2. Paul heals him (10) 
		-perceived he had faith to be healed 
		-commanded he stand up  
	3. The people react (11)
		A. The gods are come down among us - their doctrine told of the gods coming
		    down to visit them
		B. Barnabas they called Jupiter (Greek for Jupiter is Zeus) 
			Paul they called Mercury (the chief speaker) (Greek for Mercury is
		    Hermes) - Mercury is supposed to be the messenger of the gods 
		C. The priest of Jupiter (13) 
			1) brought oxen and garlands
			2) would have done sacrifice 
	4. Paul and Barnabas react (14)
		-rent their clothes and ran among the people 
		-why do you do these things? 
*“Apostles” is used in its generic sense... not the twelve 
	5. Sermonize (15-18) 
		*the misunderstanding sets the stage for Paul and Barnabas to set the record
	    straight... and testify to the authority by which they come -God set the table 
		A. We are men like you are 
		B. Turn from these gods - “these vanities” - “vanity” means “empty”
		C. Turn to the living God 
			-He made heaven and earth 
			-He suffered all nations to walk in their own ways 
			-He left Himself not without a witness 
				...gave rain and fruitful seasons 
		D. They scarce restrain the people (18) 
			-so Paul’s sermon did not convince them? He did not win over the crowd 
III. Opposition from Iconium and Antioch (19)
	1. Jews 
	2. Persuaded the people 
		-after the people had been disappointed, they felt a certain disgust with Paul and
	    Barnabas for having been so foolish 
	3. They stoned them
		-left outside the city for dead 
		-do you think he thought about Stephen when he was being stoned? 
	4. He rose and came back into the city 
IV. Departs for Derbe, and a Return Trip (20-23)
	1. Derbe
	2. Return to Lystra...to Iconium... and then Antioch
		-retracing their steps 
		-from Derbe the peaceful ministry, to Lystra, the place of stones 
	3. Their task: - Confirmation, exhortation and organization
		Confirmation:
			-“confirming” the souls - to stabilize the believers 
		Exhortation:
			-“exhorting” them to continue in the faith 
			-that we must go through tribulations to enter the kingdom - following
		    God is attended by persecution. You can expect persecution.  To “enter the
		    kingdom” is not be saved, but that “your kingdom come”  
			-1 Peter 1:10-12 tribulation is a part of God’s plan 
			-to cast out the forces of evil, will certainly bring tribulation 
		Organization:
			-ordained elders in every church (23) - the word is presbyters 
 			*“Elder (presbuteros) was the Jewish name and bishop (episkopas) the Greek name for the same office.” - AT Robertson.
			Qualifications for “episkopas” are given at 1 Tim. 3:1ff
				1) more than one elder
				2) but, more than one church  
		-prayed and fasted, then commended them to the Lord 
V. Further Journeys (24-28) 
	1. Throughout Pisidia, to Pamphylia 
		-Perga then Attalia, then to Antioch (24-26)
	2. This is where they had been “recommended” in the start 
		-recommended to the grace of God 
	3. Gave a report of what all God had done 
		-opening the door of faith to the Gentiles 
	4. They stayed a while with the disciples 
		-on furlough
