Be Equipped - 2 Peter 1:3-8, 16-21 				May 11, 2025

I. Their Salvation - 2 Peter 1:3-8 
	1. A godly life (verse 3) 
Rea		-note “everything” you need 
Rea		-but not just you can enjoy life and have a good time but for “a godly life” 
Rea	2. How do we have it? - through knowing Him 
	3. He has called by glory and goodness 
Rea		-meaning that He did not have to call us - it’s by His grace 
	4. Through “these” (His glory and goodness) He has provided great and precious
	    promises (verse 4) 
		-through those we participate in His divine nature 
		-you share in His divine nature - not gods but we become more like Him 
Rea		-the “image” was lost in the fall - or tainted in the fall 
	5. Add these (verse 5) 
Rea		-the idea is that they already have faith, now add these 
		-goodness
		-knowledge 
		-self-control (verse 6) 
		-perseverance 
		-godliness 
		-mutual affection (verse 7) - a family love 
		-love (on the whole) 
	6. Having “these” (verses 5-7) - you will be effective (verse 8) 
Rea		-note that in verse 8 he says “in increasing measure” - meaning - we grow in these 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Even though we are already saved... we still need to grow in these areas 
	2. So what is “salvation?”  Is being saved what happens when we are baptized... only? 
	3. Discuss the “other” things we need to add beyond having “faith” 

II. Jesus’ Identity - 2 Peter 1:16-18 
	1. Not “cleverly devised stories” BUT “eyewitnesses” (verse 16) 
Rea		A. So... not fables, not bed time tales but this actually happened 
			-one of the criticisms of today’s world is that the “stories” in the bible
		    have morphed into a hero similar to “Paul Bunyan” or “Johnny Appleseed” 
Rea		B. Your bible is very, very different from Aesop’s Fables!!!
	2. He received witness from His father (verse 17) 
		-a voice from glory 
Rea		-a “voice” - is this at Jesus’ baptism (Mt. 3:13-17) or is this the “voice” of His
	    work? The way this is written, I believe it to be a literal voice that declares God (the
	    Father’s) endorsement of Jesus 
	3. We heard this voice on the mountain (verse 18) 
Rea 		-Mount of Transfiguration is identified... so there is no question where Peter was
	    referring to 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. The idea that Jesus is alive - resurrection 
		-this is beyond just being alive - this is an endorsement from the Father - a literal
	    witness from heaven! 
	2. When God so witnesses to His son, He also says “listen to Him” - or obey Him 
	3. The fact that these things happened is very easy to understand...
		-to believe is harder 
		-to obey is harder yet more 

III. Scripture - 2 Peter 1:19-21 
	1. We have a prophetic message (verse 19) 
		-Old Testament - especially the message that comes from the prophets 
Rea		-Old Testament is fulfilled mightily in Jesus  
	2. So “pay attention” 
Rea		-great analogy - these words are like a light that shines forth - and it dawns... like a morning star 
		-see “Morning Star” at Num. 24:17 
	3. No prophecy came by our own interpretation (verse 20) 
		-we don’t have the option of saying it just came from the prophet ...like Isaiah, or
	    Jeremiah - it came from God 
		-the Old Testament is not up for personal interpretation 
Rea		-the Old Testament and the New Testament both are pretty clear... you either take them or you don’t 
	4. The prophet’s message did not come from them but from God (verse 21) 
		-their origin 
		-their own words, and vocabulary, but the message is from God 
	5. They were carried along by the Holy Spirit 
Rea		-Holy Spirit is a New Testament focus... but here we see He was active in the Old Testament as well 
Rea		-so this is what God has been doing all along 
Rea		-also, this is why we hang onto the Old Testament, even though we live under the New Testament - the principles are the same in both Testaments 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Great verses on our “bible” - How God gave it
		-the blend between what God has done and what His messengers have done 
	2. “Pay attention” (19) is a great admonition for believers in 2025
	3. Discuss the use of the Bible in church, and the (sometimes) lack of use of the Bible in
	    church in 2025 
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