God’s Greatness - Psalm 139:1-4, 7-16 			August 17, 2025 

I. His Knowledge - Ps. 139:1-4 
	1. God has searched me and known me (verse 1)  
Rea		-he addresses God - “you” 
		-he has been examined 
Rea		-so... does God “test” us? 
	2. “Know” is intimate knowledge 
	3. You know” (verse 2) 
Rea		-contrast and compare Philippians 3:10 where it is Paul’s goal to “know” God 
	4. Sitting and rising are small details of a person’s life 
	5. He knows our “thoughts” 
	6. You “discern” my going out and in (verse 3) 
		-He scrutinizes our paths 
Rea		-is this comforting of fear producing for you? 
Rea		-we believe we can go off to a big city and God will never know what we do... people will not knows but God does 
	7. All my ways 
Rea		-just as He knows when a sparrow falls 
Rea		-God saw Jonah in the belly of the whale 
	8. Before a word (verse 4) 
Rea		-a comfort when we try to think of something great to say to God in our prayers 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. A shepherd knows His sheep 
		-God knows the sparrows and the hairs on our heads 
	2. Sometimes we wonder if we matter - if anyone even knows we exist - this answers that
	    question 
	3. Discuss Paul’s idea of “knowing” God at Phil. 3:10 

II. His Presence - Ps. 139:7-12 
	1. Where can I go... flee? (Verse 7) 
		-Jonah attempted to flee from God - Jonah 1:3-10 
	2. If I go up to the heavens (verse 8) 
Rea		-in scripture there are three “heavens” mentioned 
		1) heaven just above the mountains 
		2) heavens of outer space 
		3) heavens where Jesus lives 
Rea		-I believe here he refers to the heavens above the earth/ mountains 
	3. Rise on the wings of the dawn (verse 9) 
Rea		-way out there - both analogies - the “sea” seemed endless to them 
	4. Even there (verse 10) 
Rea		-the idea is that you can’t go far enough away that God will not see and provide 
		-God will “guide” with “right hand” 
Rea		-this is personal and intimate “guidance” 
	5. The darkness will not hide him (verse 11) 
Rea		-the idea? - God knows all 
	6. Light to you (verse 12) 
		-it is nothing to God 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Have you ever tried to hide from God? 
	2. Do you ever feel that no one knows you exist?
	3. Loneliness is a huge human problem - Billy Graham thought that his sermons on
	    loneliness where the best received

III. His Power - Ps. 139:13-16
	1. You created me - my inmost being (verse 13) 
Rea		-just as He created Adam and Eve He created you 
	2. Fearfully and wonderfully made (verse 14) 
		-God is an artist 
Rea		-modern scientist often wonder and the magnificence of God’s creation of the human body 
	3. Your works are wonderful 
Rea		-that would include human beings 
		-more than nameless mammals 
Rea		-so, what does this idea do to the idea of evolution? - God’s handiwork (Eph. 2:10)
	4. Not hidden from you (verse 15) 
		-“woven” in the secret place 
Rea		-before he said we were “knit” - an unborn child 
Rea		-God honors life from conception to the grave - this would’ve been a great passage for “Sanctity of Human Life” day - Jan 22nd each year 
	5. God foreknew the psalmist (verse 16) 
		-his days are ordained and written 
Rea		-does this verse (also) not mean that to take the unborn life is to commit murder? 
Rea		-from this beginning God had and has a plan 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. God knows the unborn - they are people too 
	2. We can “see” the unborn by ultrasound - God can see because He is God
	3. So... God sees you - doesn’t that make you feel better - you are NOT alone 
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