July 18, 2025 

Here’s Hope 

You Can Go Home 

BH Carroll makes the point that no man sins alone.   If a young boy steals, his mother is affected.  In fact, we might make the point that she is hurt worse than her son.  Society is also affected by the theft.  The person stolen from has lost his goods, and the thief himself has lost the trust of his friends.  Furthermore, every sin acts with a ripple effect.  We wrestle with our own guilt.  We also set ourselves up to do it again, and the next time will be easier because our conscience has a way of getting duller.  One step down the wrong path leads to the next one.  Step by step we wander away from God.  Have you ever been there?  The Prodigal Son walked away from his dad.  The dad did not kick him out.  He then had to reach a point that returning to his dad was better than eating with the pigs.  My point is that it becomes difficult to go home.  The way home is not easy; it becomes hard.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you agree with these ideas let me give you another one.  It has to do with the above-mentioned process. Just as the son walked away from dad step by step, so he returned to his dad step by step.  I find in that reality real, true hope.  You can go home.  I’ve always been taught that “you can’t go home.”  The idea is that when you return home, all is not home anymore, and I think that is very true.  There is, however, another idea.  You can return home bit by bit, or step by step, or decision by decision.  Sometimes all this depends on the way you’re leaning.  Are you leaning toward home? -then take one step.  If you miss how things “used to be” then take one step.  Are you looking in that direction? -then take one step.  Are you longing for what you left behind? - then turn toward home.  You might have a friend (or two) who will come to you and walk with you.  I realize that we lose our way, but when you begin the way lightens up.  You see, you don’t have to get there today, just move in that direction.  Things may not be as rich as you remember them or want them to be, but you do have a home.  

Then, there’s something else.  Most of the time we begin with a decision.  Marriages begin with an “I do.”  A new job begins with an application or a single phone call from a new employer.  A college education begins with an application or finding that web site that tells you how to begin.  Mending a broken relationship might be as simple and short as sending a simple text, or a note of apology.  At our church, we have an invitation at the end of the service, for just this reason (yes, we still do).  We want people to have an opportunity to make a decision.  We give everyone a chance to take a first step toward Jesus.  That, my friend, is what I’m praying for you right now.  I’m praying that you’ll take that step, toward home.  

You can go home!  You have a Father that loves you and is waiting for the beautiful moment you make the decision, “I’m going home.”  

You Can Go Home!
Bro Jerry 

I’m praying for you!
