“Increase Our Faith”: What is Faith? - Heb. 11:1-4			1-26-25a 

Introduction
	New AM series
	At Luke 17 - “increase our faith” 

I. A Definition 
	1. Not a list of beliefs 
		-even the devils believe and tremble 
	2. Terms
		-to believe
		-to trust 
		-to faith (a verb) 
		-to have faith (a noun) 
	3. We are a people of faith 
		-called “believers” 
		-we mean - he lives a life by faith - that trusts God 
		-so... “faith” characterizes everything we do 
	4. Everything God asks us to do takes faith 
		-our “science” mentality 
		-seeing is believing - a world of logic 
	5. But...
		Farmers have faith - so they plant seeds 
	           Teachers have faith - students go on to do well 
		Churches have faith 
			-teach philosophies and principles 
			-do they matter? 
		Astronauts in a space craft 
		Pharmacists have faith 
			-take this pill 
			-“see” results? 
		You have faith - swallow the pharmacists pill 

II. “Increase our faith” 
	1. Luke 17:1-5
	2. What Jesus was teaching was beyond their “faith” 
		-He (Jesus) asks something that was difficult - often - if not impossible 
	3. They felt a need - beyond them 
		-often we don’t understand that faith is required to live 
		-I’ve never seen my liver - nerves are out of sight 
		-other countries - Ukraine/ moon 
		-faith is especially important in the spiritual world 
		-lots of things are invisible 
		-the very idea that you have a soul 
		-you ARE a Spirit - you HAVE a body 
		-Jesus spoke of your heart repeatedly 
		-He spoke of sin 
		-He spoke of heaven and hell 
		And, yet we live in a world of “Spiderman” - “Bluey” - cartoons 
		Think about computers - thing about germs 
	4. They felt a need
		We, too, have this need 
		-read the list of heros with faith 
		A) I need to believe
		B) I need to trust 
		C) I need to understand that I am a spiritual being - with spiritual needs 
			-my physical person is driven by my spiritual person 
			-ex -at the funeral home - owe see a body yet we say - he is not here, he’s
		    with Jesus 
	5. A world of science
		-test tube 
		A) A world of logic - cause and effect 
		B) A world of forces
			-force of gravity 
			-force of influence of the sun 
		C) A world of things - material things 
			A danger - develop a limited look 
			Satan lies - after all it’s invisible 

Segue - so
	1. Define “Faith” - not easy because its invisible 
	2. “Increase our Faith” 

III. We Grow in Our Faith 
	1. We need to “increase 
	2. Understanding 
		-what it is 
		-what it means 
		-the world of faith is a whole different world 
	3. A step by step walk 
		Ex - learned to trust God with the manna 
			-to trust because they saw 
			-so... something inside grew because of their experience 
		Ex - New Testament - milk believers and meat believers 
			Habakkuk - the just shall live by faith 
	4. We express our faith:
		-think have it 
		-think use it 
		Expression -when we pray - talk to someone we do not see 
			-when we give - the old principle of the tithe 
				-seriously? Will 90% go further than 100% 
				-we believe He will bless 
			-when we move through God’s word 
				-beings called angels 
				-realm called heaven/ hell 
				-if I’ll live my life like this... My faith... - it will lead to happiness?
				-it will lead to peace? 
			-when we witness - we express faith 
				-this is the way folk are saved - the gospel message 
				-not education 
				-not family and family ties 
	5. We mature - grow up to be like Jesus 
		-He will make me like Jesus 
	6. We meet Jesus 
		We receive Jesus 
		We follow Jesus 
		Disciples - met Him- receive Him as Messiah - that’s not all - followed Him 
	7. Begin to see... This is what God is doing in my life 
		-we grow in believing 
		An end result of this look at faith is that you are able to say and MEAN 

I Believe: 
	-in the Bible - handed down to me in 2025
	-in the local church - we gather, encourage each other - support each other 
	-in salvation - being “born again”
		-not as an idea but as an experience 
		-along with that - that people can change 
	-in marriage - God’s way (as an institution) 
		-men and women who commit themselves to one another no matter what 
	-that we were made in the image of Him - like Him, for fellowship WITH Him 
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