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Here’s Hope
by Jerry Rea

There’s Hope in Humility

There is a fascinating verse in 1 Peter.  At chapter 5 and verse 6, Peter tells us that God will “exalt” us.  I’m really not entirely sure what that means but it sounds great.  As we look further we find a principle that precedes this directive.  In verse 5 (same chapter) Peter cites the principle that God resists the proud....and gives grace to the humble.  This is God’s way and frankly this is also man’s way.  On the one hand, human persons lean toward pride.  We tend to want to “go it alone.”  Like little children say to their parental teachers, “I’ve got this.”   Then, they go ahead and make a mess.  Wise parents help them not to fail but wise parents also (sometimes) let them fail.  Smart children listen (and obey) their parents.  In that scenario, the child learns and avoids many of life’s hardships.  Yet, you know this very well.  Most of us, even all of us, want to throw off our teachers and go our own way.  

Our relationship with God is just like that.  It’s a part of being a person.  We want to be independent, to a fault.  We choose a path and ask God to bless what we want to do. We reject clear and helpful teaching in our Bible.  We muse over His directions, and tell ourselves “that won’t work.”  Instead of looking at God’s leadership as a “Good Shepherd” we view it as Him being restrictive or “legalistic.”  I know you realize that God’s laws are there to keep us from hurting ourselves.  His laws are like guard rails along a deep ravine.  They are there to help, not hurt.  God realizes that when we sin the wages of that sin is destruction.  So we bring bad things upon ourselves.  Following the Good Shepherd we find good things (not to mention the awesome fellowship of the Good Shepherd).  Going our own way we bring bad things into our lives. 

All of this because we’re proud.  Instead of being “teachable” or cooperative we reach a place that is a total mess.  Then, like quick sand we struggle hard to escape only to become more and more entangled.  Sometimes we despair and truly believe that this is the end.  How hopeless is that? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, now go back to 1 Peter 5:5-6.  In verse 5 we have the principle. God resists the proud.  The Scripture doesn’t end there.  It also says that God gives grace to the humble.  Then, we get to verse 6.  “Therefore” (it says) humble yourself under the mighty hand of God and He will lift you up.  So, there are two directions.  First, we are to humble ourselves (that’s our part).  Then, He will lift us up (that’s His part).  Verse 6 is the admonition or recommendation, or direction.  The direction begins when we humble ourselves, and then God gets involved.  We do have free will but we use that free will to humble ourselves and God lifts us up.  You will note that He does that in His own time (it says in “due time”). Wow, He raises us up. That sounds like resurrection doesn’t it? 

Here’s just one more thing.  We humble ourselves under His “mighty hand.”  In our humility we trust Him.  Can you trust His hand? After all He’s got the whole world in His hands. Settle down in His hands and trust Him. 

Trusting the Good Shepherd,
Jerry Rea
