Loyalty Tested - Matthew 10:16-20, 26-34 					2-1-26 

I. Snakes and Doves - Mt. 10:16-20 
	1. Serving Christ can be dangerous (verse 16) 
	2. Sending them out 
		Sheep amid wolves 
Rea		A threatening environment 
Rea		Intentionally put in harm’s way 
	3. The plan - 
		-shrewd as snakes and harmless as doves (innocent) 
	4. “Shrewd” - not cunning 
Rea		-“wise” 
	5. Be on your guard (verse 17) 
Rea		-a prediction - you will be “handed over” - is this a “promise?” 
		-betrayal 
		-careful attention 
		-also flogged by their enemies - so the religious leaders are hypocrites 
	6. Also, you will face governments (verse 18) 
		-as witnesses for Christ - to the Gentiles 
Rea		-the idea that the gospel would go to the Gentiles was not a hidden agenda - “handed over” is the way, but “handed over” to serve as witnesses... exactly what happened to Paul 
	7. When this happens (verse 19) 
		-don’t worry - about what to say... you will be given something to say “at that
	    time” 
Rea	8. So the witness was the big thing... and God will help 
	9. It will not be you speaking... they are simply a mouth piece it is the Holy Spirit that is
	    talking (verse 20) 
	10. To be loyal to Jesus means we will encounter persecution 
Rea		-so, does that mean if we are not being persecuted we are not being loyal? 
Rea	Ideas and Questions:
	1. Is this passage what most believers in 2026 envision as the pathway of Christianity? 
	2. Are these verses solely for their time or is this true in 2026? 
	3. The “push back” that this envisions is not on most of our list of expectations ... we
	    have been taught to expect anyone and everyone to simply “receive” Jesus... and us for
	    that matter

II. Sparrows and Hairs - Mt. 10:26-31 
	1. Do not be afraid (verses 26-27)
		-the fear is of adversaries 
Rea		-remember Jesus says He will send us into this 
		-the wrongs of their enemies will be exposed 
Rea		-Jesus doesn’t tell us “when” they will be exposed - but all will know about them 
	2. Don’t be afraid of those who can kill only the body (verse 28) 
Rea		-sounds like Jesus is warning them of death - martyrdom 
Rea		-Jesus separates the “body” and “soul” here  -what happens to one will not
	    (necessarily) happen to the other 
		-both body and soul will be destroyed in hell 
		-so... don’t be afraid 
	3. This is the context for some of our favorite and very comforting verses (verses 29-30) 
		-God knows and cares about falling sparrows 
		-in like manor Jesus tells about the “hairs” of our head - each are numbered 
Rea	4. What do “hairs” and “sparrows” have in common? - this is the idea - two word      pictures, examples or illustrations - it is the smaller to the greater 
		-during hostile attacks God knows what’s going on 
Rea		-are Godly people attacked in 2026? In our churches in the USA? Discuss.  What is the “form” of persecution that often happens in the local church? 
Rea		-one of the greatest forms of persecution/ and martyrdom across the history of the church was when the bible was translated into the language of the people versus Latin 
	5. So, don’t be afraid (verse 31) 
		-because God values us 
		-so, don’t fear those who oppose the gospel truth 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Do you think that “persecutors” know they are persecuting? 
	2. When Jesus was crucified His own disciples simply “watched” - discuss 
	3. When we sit by and allow babies to be killed (abortion) are we not simply “watching?” 
	4. When we allow good leaders/ pastors to be slandered and maligned by other church
	    members are we the same? Our failure to “get involved” is often just as bad as those
	    who the persecutors.  
	5. In 2025 Nigeria had significant “martyrs” - did we know, and did we care?  Did we just
	    “watch?” 

III. Peace and Swords - Mt. 10:32-34 
Rea	1. So verse 32 is about acknowledging Him - the context is persecution - discuss 
		-the idea is the same as the previous verses - sheep amid wolves (not the
	    “watching” that I spoke about) 
	2. This verse is a promise and a warning (verse 32) 
Rea	3. He will “acknowledge” us before God? What does that mean? 
		-He claims us as His own 
Rea		-He claims us then, and we claim Him now - ? 
	4. By contrast to “disown” or deny is tempting (verse 33) 
Rea		-compare to Peter’s “denial” and what happened after that 
Rea		-our writer seems to be saying that there are those who its okay to be silent believers (like Joseph of Arimathea) - I think that the opposite is the idea of this verse 
Rea	5. “Denying” is all about “loyalty” - a true friend is loyal 
		-have you ever been “denied” by a friend? 
		-remember that after Peter “denied” Jesus he hated himself and wept bitterly 
	6. Further, to reject Him in this world means we will be rejected by Him in the next life 
Rea		-does that mean we will not be “saved?” 
		-think about our “requirement” that people make a “public” profession of faith - is
	    that relevant? 
	7. I came to bring a sword and not peace (verse 34) 
Rea		-He refers to people’s attitude toward Him, not the “peace that passes all
	    understanding” - sometimes what we do creates enemies. More often than not in 2026,
	    our enemies are not out in the open, but betray us as did Judas (behind closed doors) 
	8. The sword is division 
		-we be ready to choose Him over every other claim 
Rea		-so, if a person cannot choose Him enough to go to church (for example), are they truly a “believer?”  
		-loyalty to Jesus is more important than any other loyalty 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Is “loyalty” always out in the open? - what about a “secret” believer? 
	2. Nicodemus was a secret believer... at first
		Joseph of Arimathea was a secret believer... at first 
	3. Does this mean we have to “choose” to be loyal? 
	4. If you are not loyal in public are you truly loyal? - what if I wanted to marry my wife,
	    but not out in the open. What about the great “silent” majority? 
	5. I have strong feelings about this - if you are not loyal in public, then you are not a true
	    friend
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