Lack of Trust - Numbers 20:2-13				10-5-25

I. The Problem - Numbers 20:2-5
	1. The group turns on Moses and Aaron (verse 2) 
Rea		-ever seen this type thing happen in the local church? - so who is wrong the people of Moses/ Aaron? 
		-they are a unified front 
	2. They have no water
Rea		-a serious concern 
	3. Quarreled (verse 3) 
		-a contentious dispute 
		-they verbally assaulted Moses and Aaron 
Rea		-we wish we’d died... a serious conclusion - do you think they really meant that comment? 
	4. You brought us out here (verse 4)to die 
	5. They remember the “good ole days” (verse 5) 
		-they ate grain, figs, grapes, and pomegranates - not to mention water 
		-the food came with a high price - slavery 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. They do not mention the slavery - or God
		-they do not fall on their knees and ask God for food 
	2. The people against the leadership -mmm
	3. Discuss - is they any truth in their contentious rebellion? 
	4. Ever been to a S. Baptist business meeting? 

II. The Plan - Numbers 20:6-8 
	1. Moses and Aaron went to the tent of meeting and met with God (verse 6) 
Rea		-this is the “place” to meet God - in 2025 we meet God within Jesus 
	2. Note their humility - “face down” before God 
Rea		-sounds to me as if Moses and Aaron had had some experience with God, that these people had not 
	3. His glory appears 
	4. God appears (verse 6) and God speaks (verse 7) 
Rea		-it is an awesome thing if God speaks to you - we have been “spoken to” through the “Word” Jesus/ the Christ 
	5. So, speak to the rock - take your staff (verse 8) 
		-the staff of a shepherd 
Rea 		-Moses was their “shepherd” 
		-speak to the rock and it will give water 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. So... Moses intercedes for the people?
	2. Note that Aaron is also there - Aaron is the first High Priest - Jesus is the eternal High Priest 
	3. Note that they presented themselves but God approached them - interesting 
	4. “Rock of Ages?” 
	5. To get water from a rock shows that it is a miraculous provision from God - you don’t
	    get water from a rock 

III. The Results - Numbers 20:9-13 
	1. He gathers the people (verses 9-10) - you can tell that Moses is frustrated with these
	    people 
		-he calls them “rebels” 
Rea		-are they rebelling against God, or against Moses/ Aaron? 
Rea		-note “must we” - he gets/ claims the glory - not God 
	2. Moses struck the rock twice (verse 11) 
		-if he’d only spoken God would’ve gotten the glory (Rea - credit) - but by striking
	    Moses gets the credit 
		-even though Moses did wrong water gushed out 
	3. You did not trust me enough to honor me (by striking) (verse 12) 
		-the end result is that Moses will not bring this people into the promised land 
Rea		-so, later, Moses gets to “look” at the promised land but not to go in - Dt. 32:48-51
Rea		-so, God provides but He is a long living and righteous God - not only are we to do His will, but we are to do it in HIS way 
	4. Waters of “Meribah” (verse 13) 
		Meribah means “striving” 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. The idea? - trust God
	2. He is angry and frustrated with the people - leadership is tough sometimes 
	3. God did it, but He worked through an imperfect tool to do it 
	4. What does this mean about how God felt about Moses? 
	5. Do we want to be an angry crowd, or obedient sheep? 
	6. So, there is a way to approach God - there is a way to obey God 
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