God’s Plan - Numbers 22:22-35 				10-12-25

I. Obstacles Met - Num. 22:22-27 
	1. God is angry (verse 22) 
Rea		-discuss - do you think God gets mad at you? 
		-God’s anger was because Balaam was with the rulers of Moab 
	2. Balaam was intercepted by the angel of the Lord on the way 
		-this person stood against Balaam to oppose him 
	3. The donkey saw the angel (verse 23) 
Rea		-note, not Balaam but the donkey 
		-so, Balaam beat the animal because he did not understand 
Rea		-good sermon here on “vision” enough to see spiritual things 
	4. The angel blocks the way (verse 24) - in a narrow path 
		-seeing the angel the donkey pressed against the walls and crushed Balaam’s foot 
	5. Again, the donkey gets beaten (verse 25) 
Rea		-the same problem - Balaam is blind to the angel but the donkey is not 
Rea		-so, a dumb animal sees better than the man of God? 
	6. The angel moves ahead of them to a place that could not be passed (verse 26) - a dead
	    end 
	7. So the donkey lays down under Balaam (verse 27) 
		-Balaam discovered that he was the one who needed correction 
Rea 	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. Do you always see that obstacles mean that God is not “blessing?” 
	2. Discuss “seeing” God, or “seeing” God’s hand - how do you do that?
	3. The “man of God” made a mistake... it was hard to get him to see that

II. Attention Gained - Num. 22:28-31 
	1. The Lord opens the donkey’s mouth (verse 28) 
Rea		-very, very few talking animals in Scripture 
		-what have I done that you’ve beaten me three times? 
	2. You’ve made a good of me (verse 29) 
		-if I could I’d kill you right now 
		-Balaam may have thought that the Moabites who were with them though Balaam
	    a fool because he couldn’t control his own donkey  
Rea		-circumstances were not “cooperative” to Balaam but he thought that it was just a stubborn donkey 
	3. The donkey challenges Balaam to see if he could ever remember the donkey being
	    unfaithful (verse 30) 
	4. Then Balaam’s eyes were opened by God (verse 31) 
		-so that Balaam saw the angel in the way  
		-he saw what the donkey had seen all along 
Rea		-are you willing to receive a word from God, even from a donkey? 
Rea		-so, Balaam was humbled by a donkey?
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. We are all stubborn sometimes
		-how long does it take you to “get it?” 
	2. Discuss what God was trying to teach Balaam 
		-are YOU teachable? 

III. God’s Plan - Num. 22:32-35 
	1. Your path is reckless - this is the word that God sent Balaam through the angel/ donkey
	    (verse 32) 
Rea	2. Have you ever been “opposed” by God? 
Rea		-read 1 Peter 5:5-6 - God resists the proud 
	3. God had initially told Balaam not to go 
	4. Balaam confesses his sin (verse 33) 
		-he realizes he’s been moving in the wrong direction 
Rea		-if we don’t ask for direction, we all will move in the wrong direction... but sometimes we think we ARE moving in the right direction, but are not 
	5. I will go back - Balaam is willing and ready to “change directions” (verse 34) 
Rea		-sometimes I would have been honored to have had a donkey from God - the ways of men are NOT the ways of God... AND the thinking of men is not the thinking of God 
	6. So with these men (verse 35) - but only say what I tell you to say 
		-no adding nor subtracting from God’s message 
Rea		-he had to make a decision to say God’s words or the words of men 
Rea		-God’s men/ women have to make this same decision... and OFTEN God’s way is not the way men think... so you are moving against the flow/ tide 
Rea	Ideas and Questions: 
	1. The end of the story is a good one - Balaam eventually did the right thing 
	2. Listening to men gets you into trouble 
		-do you know the voice of God versus the voice of men? 
	3. At the beginning of the book of Isaiah, God told him what to do and say, but warned
	    him that people would not listen - we believe we have the “blessing” of God, when we
	    have a crowd (especially a big crowd) - is that not the “blessing” of God? - discuss 
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