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Here’s Hope
By Jerry Rea, Pastor

	Jesus Means Hope



	There's the hope of the cross. The message of the cross is that my sins have been forgiven. They're now dealt with. We sing the song, "Burdens are lifted at Calvary," and truer words were never spoken. Some of you know what it's like to really, really make a mess out of your life. The feeling is paralyzing and hopeless. I've felt (sometimes) that I have been sentenced to carry a burden for the rest of my life. Then, Jesus forgives us and lifts the awful burden of our guilt. Not only are we freed from sin's weight, but we move forward knowing that if that ever happens again, Jesus will forgive us again. There is a new hope, as well, for our future life.
 
There's hope of healing in Jesus. He lifts our burden then helps us heal from our trauma. Some of you know this experience. You know you're not well, but you also know that you're getting better. The problem has been dealt with. You're not quite there, but you also know you're on your way. Each day you're healing. Each day you feel just a bit stronger. As the life begins to flow back into your heart, you catch a new hope. There is hope of healing.
 
As you begin to heal, you also begin to hope for a new life. Old things have passed away, sure, but new things are beginning to happen as well. You now feel that there is renewed access to talk to God in prayer. The way has been reopened. He makes a way to be saved, and He makes a way into His presence in heaven. He also makes things new so that you now feel things are "reopened" between you and God. When you and I sin, we often feel shut out of heaven. We often feel forever shut off from God. When God does His work through the person of Jesus, that feeling is... lifted.
 
Here's one more "hope." The idea that God does all of this lets us know He is not a standoffish Savior. He is very involved. God did not just look down from heaven, He came down from heaven. He is not satisfied that we have a problem; He comes to help us deal with our problem. Many people today are very good at describing the problems of life. Whole books have been written, yet very, very few have any solutions. Fewer yet have solutions that actually work. God took responsibility to solve our problem. He forever made a way that we might have life-giving fellowship again. Why did God do that? That's the kind of God (person) He is. It's what He does, and it's who He is. Jesus brings hope. Truly burdens are lifted at Calvary.
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